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TO THE 


READER, 

His followings Diſcourſe being delie= 
red before a Numerous Congregation | 

both of Miniſters and People, both Confor= 
miſts and Noneonformiſts, about the begin= 
ning of February la/# ; had the good hap 
to meet with a general Acceptation from the - 
Auditory then preſent , and therefore I am 
hereby encouraged to make it more publick; 
hoping that it may Conduce to the making of * 
Az fome © 
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ſome good Impreſſions upon thoſe that ſhall 


U peruſe it, under what denomination ſoever they 
are rankt : I commend it and thee to the 


grace of God, and reſt | | 
F 

| 

Aug. '22. 1-hine, þ 
1693. : | 
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JAMES «©. xi. 
Bleed i i the Man that endureth tempta- 


" t108: for when he 1s tried, he ſhall re- 
cetve the crown of hfe which the Lord hath 
promiſed to them that love him, 


Have choſen theſe Words to be the Subje& of 

I my preſent Diſcourſe, becauſe they bear an 

efpecial ſuitabſeneſs to the Cale of that Perſon, 

| who hath given occaſion for this preſent Solemn- 

nity, as will more fully appear in the Proceſs of 
this Diſcourſe. 

The words contain a compleat ſenſe within them- 
ſelves, and therefore I ſhall not trouble you or my 
ſelf, with the Confideration of the Coherence and 
Relation which theymay bear with that which 
goes before, or follows after. 

In the words you may take notice, ij. Of a Do- 

 Arinal Aſſertion, laid down 1n the firſt part of the 
Words, Bleſſed is the man,that endureth temptation. 

2. Of the Proof and Evwence that is further 

given rs rhis Adfertion, in the following words ; 


for 
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Righteouſneſs, which the Lord bath promiſed to them 
that love him. 

E begin with the firſt General, ' the Dottrinal 
Aflertion that is here Jaid down, and that you have 
in theſe words; Bleſſed is the man that endareth 
Temptation ; wherein for orders ſake, we may far- 
ther rake notice of theſe following Particulars : 


with the CharaGer that is given of him.; 7s the 
man that endureth T emptation. 

2. The predicate, or 'what is aſſerted of- him, 
declaring his happy State and Condition ,' he's. a 
bleſſed man , Bleſſed is the man that. ch Temp- 

: Fation. 

T1. Then as to the ſubje& here ſpoken of | and 
characterized, it is the man that endureth Tempta- 
tzon; for the explaining of this I muſt deſcend to 
'two particulars : «t. Toexplain what's here to. be 
underſtood by Temptation: 2. W hat 'tis for a man.to 
endure Temptation. 

1, Then Iamto explain, what is to be nagdey- 


uſed is, exp; ,” which plainly is derived from 


«2x5 ,which {ignifies to explore,or ſearch, or make 
trial 


for when be 3s.tryed, be ſhall receive the Crown of 


1. The Subje& or Perſon ſpoken of, rogether 


ſtood here by Temptation. The Greek word here . 


SI &- 


= 


trial;ſothat the word in thegeneral ſenſe of it, denotes 
no more then ſomething whereby trial is made of a 


Perſon ; and ſo far Temptation is a thing Adiapho- 
rous, and capable either of good or evil, to explore 


or inake trial or diſcovery of a Perſon may be ei- 
ther good or evil, according to the intent and delign' 


of it, and other Circumſtances that may attend tr. 

. Sometimes to'explore and try a Perſon of whom 
we are in doubt, may be warrantable enough, ſo ic 
bedone by fair and juſt Means and Methods; whence 
'tis that this tempting, by way of trial and explo- 
ration, is ſometimes attributed to Cod Himſe]t;. nor 
as if he could improve in Knowledge of any Perſon, 
by any ſuch trial andexploration, for His Knowledge 
1s Omniſcicnce,and tis impoſſible by any trial or ex- 
ploration, to make it more pertec then 'tis in itſelf. 
He Searcheth the bearts, and tries the reins of men, 
and knows their thoughts long before. The reaſon 
therefore of thi: exploration and trial, which God 
makes of men at any time, 1s thereby to diſcover 


that'to themſelves 'or others, which though fully 


known to himſelf, yet was not before fo clearly 
known to them. Thus in this {enle God 1+ ſaid to 
rempt Abraham, Gen. 25. 4. that is, he laid ſuch a 


commandment upon him, ever the commandment- 
| | which- 
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which required him to Sacrifice. his. only Son Ifaac 
with his own hands, as ſhould try him and diſcover. 
him to the utmoſt, and by Obedience to.which he - 
would fully difcover that- true principle of the fear. 
af God, which was fixed in him. Whence, when: 
Abraham expreſt his readineſs to-perform this com-. 
mand, God faith, now 1 know. that thou. feareft God, . 
ſeeing thou haft not witheld thy Son,thine only Son from 
me, V. 19. Now I krow; notas if God could be - 
Ignorant of this before, who 1s the ſearcher of. all- 
 Hearts,. and underſtandeth all the Imaginations of. 
the Thoughts; bur it ſignifies that: God knew this . 
now by.trial and exploration, and he knew it fo as: 
to make a clear diſcovery. of it. to Abraham himſelf. 
- for his comfort, and tothe Church in all Ages and 

Succeſſions, 1 in qaider ta Abraham's honour, and to. 
incourage others to an imitation of this Father of 
the Faithful, _ 

2, Sametimes-and moſt generally temptations do. 
ſignify. ſuch kind of trials,as have not only ſome ten- 
dency.chrough the corruption of Men,to drawthem-. 
to fin,but are alſo intended by the parties that make 
uſe of them, as means whereby to ſeduce men in- 
to Tranſgreſlions againſt God,that ſothey may. be- 
come. liable to the milcries. chreatned i in his Law, a- 
gainſt- 


! 
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- gainſt che tranſgreſſors of it ; in this {ence, God NY 


- rot tempted of evil, neither tempteth be any man ; as 


_ our Apoſtle ſaith in the Verſe following my. Text-: 
' God never deſigns in any of theſe trialsor explora- 


tions, which he-makes of Men to draw; themto fin; 
bur he leaves them itmay b*, to the free Motions 
of their own Wills,and theſe being corrupted with 
Luſt and Tnordinate Appetites,are apt to be ſeduc'r 


tocloſe wich what is offered in the Temptation, 'o 


faras thereby to run upon the breach of God's Com- 
mandinents ; in this ſence every man when he is 
Tempted,is drawn away of his own luſts and inticed, 


as the Apoſtle faith, v. 14. *Tis only the Devil the 


Apoſtate Angels, 67 men as their Inſtruments, that 


| can be Tempters in this ſcenſe; theſe only can offer 


any thing tothe Perſons Tempted, with this deſign. 
to draw them into ſin thereby; 'and even good men 
may unawares be made uſe of by Satan, as Taſtru- 


ments in this matter; whence when Peter would 


adviſe our, Saviour, to fave himſelf from choſe: Suf- 


ferings, which he dectared would light upon him: ; 


our Saviour rebuke him {ſeverely "a it, and call'd 
him Satan, as being his inſtrument in this matter : 
Get thee behind me Satan, for thou ſavaoureſt not the 


things that be of God, but the things that beof men, 
B Maith, 
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Mat. 16.23. | Now 'tis further ro be. obſerved*in 
this matter, that r. As there is fcarceany Perſon, ſo 
there is ſcarce any thing but may be made uſe of 
as ahi Inſtrument by Satan, to draw men +nto- fin: 
All ebings that are grateful co our Appetite, he 


can 'make uſe of as Bates to-allure men to Sin, in 


order to the obtaining of them. - All things that 
are adverſe and grievous to us, he can make uſe 
of as means to fright ns from Obedience to Gods 
Will and Commandments ; yea ſometimes he makes 
aſe of the very Gifts and Graces, with which men 
may ibe Endowed , to. become a Snare and an 
occaſion of Pride, and Security unto-them; and fo 
as. Lime-Twigs whereby to: draw and allure them 
to fin: Bur yet 2. Perſecutions and Aﬀidions, 
and ſuch things as are grievous to our'Fender Na- 
rures, are thoſe things which the Apoſtle here e- 
ſpecially means by Temptations, as being eſpecially 
thoſe things whereby men are wont to - be tried, 
whether or no they will perfiſt in'a- courſe of O- 
bedience' to'the. will - of : God tothe end, and 
whereby  Satax particularly defigns to draw men 
into Sin ; that Afﬀfitions and Perfecutions are here 


" eſpecially to be undetſtood by Temptations, is evi- 
dent, becauſe of the Expreſſion- of enduring them, 


which 


Funeral of Mr. Thomas Badland. 


which (as you will hear more by and by) denotes: 
ſomething of Patience and Chriſtian Fortitude , 
which are the- Graces and Vertues, that are con- 
verſant about and wont to be exerciſed by AfMidi- 
ons and Perſecutions ; and this, may ſerve for the 
explaining of the In" Particular propounded, which 
was, what is here to be under{food by Temptations. 
2. I proceed nofv to ſhew what it is for a Man 
ro endure Tempeattops: ; in Anſwer to which you 
may. take theſe following Particulars :  s. This en- 
during of Temptations doth ſignifie a Willingnef 
and Readineſs ro ſuffer AfMiQions and Perſecutions, 
yea an Actual Suffering of them, and char even to 
the Death, rather then for the avoiding of-hem, 
to be ouilty of the Commiſſion of any known Sin. 
'Tis crue, Affictions and Perſecutions are not things 
Eligible and Deſirable in Themſelves. 'Tis Law- 
ful, yea our Duty to endeavour to avoid them, and 
get rid of them by all honeſt and lawtul ways and 
methods; 'tis plain from hence, becauſe they are 
Temptations 3' and as we are to Pray unto God 
not to lead us into Temptation,ſo we areby all honeſt 
and lawful means, to endeavour to avoid and get rid 
of Perſecutions and Afflitions,as being thoſe things 
whichare great. Frialsof our Conſtancy,&may,if we 
B 2 have 
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have not ot the oreater Care, be cecal] ions of Sinunto | 
us; Affliction ard Perſecution are never to bechoſen' 

andembraced, but when they ſtand.1n competition. 

- . with Sin, and then indeed they are to be cholen ; . 

when it-comes to this Point, that we muſt either- 

chooſe Sin or Suffering, the Caſe is plain, Suffering 
is to be choſen rather than Sin 3 according to that - 
Rule, E walis minimum, of two Evils the leaſt is 
tobe choſen; Now that Suffering, even the-great- - 
eſt Suffering is a leſs Evil than Sin,eventhe leaſt Sin, 
is plain hence that Sin isthe procuring-and deſerving 
cauſe of all Suffering ; if there had been no. ſinzthere - 

would. have been no. Sufftermg: All the Calaiities, | 

Woes'ind Miſeries, that any where appear in the - 

World, yea and Death it ſelf came in at the. back- 
door of Sin : By one man fin entred into the World, 
and. Death by fin, and ſo Death paſt over all men, for | 
that" all bave ſuined , as the Apoſtle ſaith, Row, 5. 
12.ſo that it muſt needs be,that ſince Sin is a great-- 
er Evil then Suffering,, when theſe come in-Com-. 
petition rogether,ſo that we muſt either chooſe Sin . 
on the one hand, or Suffering on the other ; in this 
Cale Suffering is to be choſen and ſubmitted to ; 
L and thus to chooſe and ſubmit to Suffering for the 
* Avoid ance of Sin, is. one great Inſtance, wherein 
doth . 
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doth: conſiſt this enduring of Temptation here 


mentioned :. But 2. It denotes further ſomething 


of the manner of our ſubmitting to, and endu- 
ring Aﬀictions and Perfecntions, thar Patience and 


quier Submiſlioss to the Divine Will onghr to be- 


exerciled therein: 


It becomes nor-Chriſtians when art any time they- 


are under AffiQions in any kind, to be Tumultu- 


ousand Unquiet,both tothemle]ves and others about : 
them, like a Wild-bull in a Net ;. but to remem- - 


ber that a State of Afﬀiction 18 a {pecial Seaſon, 
wherein we are-called: upon to Exercile the-Crace 
of Patience and to fortity our ſelves therein; from 
all thoſe Conſiderations that. are apt ro Conduce 


thereunto 3- as particularly 1. From a believing 
Conſideration 6t. this, that Aftlictions ariſe not out- 
of the Duſt; but are directed to men by a.ſpecial 
Providence ; he that believes a. Providence in ge- 
neral.can't donbt. of. this ; Is there any evil in the. 


City, faith God,' and the Lord hath not done it. 


 2.Froma believing conſideration of thisfurther,that- 


God doth notdelight in Mens Afflictions meerlyfor 


themſelves, -that he doth not Aid willingly, nor 


grieve che Sons of: Men :. He takes no moredelight- 
in AﬀiQting Men; eſpecially hisown People, then 


the 
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the Father in CorreQing his Child, or the Surgeon 
in Cutting and Lancing his Patient, that he intends' 
all Afflictions.to be Medicines, whereby to Purge 
away our Sins, and tobring us to Repenrance, and 
Humiliation for them, and that 'tis im. very Faichful- 
nels and-Love, that he Affliterh his People, and 
that there is ſome need of it one way vr other, 
whenever he lays his Rod upon them, according to 
thoſe words of the Apoſtle, if need be ; Te are: 
in heawineſs through manifold Temptations, « Pet. x. 6. 
3- From a believing Conſideration of this fur- 
ther, that God will continue the AffliGion-no longer 
then there is need of it, but:that-in due -time be 
will quite remove the Rod frem us, or us:from' it ; 
and that He knows how to cauſe all things to work 
rogether for good, to. them that love God, to them! 
that are called according. to his purpoſe: Theſe 
Truths and-ach as theſe,are things which being real- 
ly .-believed, and duely conſidered, are apt to quiet 
and compoſe the Spirits of Men: under: AfiiQions, 
and to make them of. a patient. ſubmiſſive frame 
of Ppirit, theſe are the things, which muſt enable 
the Soul in'a State of Aﬀiction,..;to ſay heartily 
with Job, Shall wereceizegood at; the hands of God, = 
aud foal we not receive evil;,'and to,bleſs- God and 
perſevere 
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peaſevere i in the praiſing-of' him, even when we 
are under a State of Afflidtion;'as well as when we 
. are compaſt about with Proſperity ; ; ſaying again 
with ob, The Lord gave, and the Lord hatl#taken a- 


way, bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. This pati- 


ent and quiet Submiſlion to the afflicting hand of 
God, as it doth ariſe from the Exerciſe -of Faith, 

is likewiſe included in this enduring Affliction here 
ſpoken of, - fo that by this time you may conclude 
who it 1s that | 15 the Man, thare endureth Tempta- 
tion, he 1s one that chooſeth Suffering rather then 
known Sin, when he's under a State of Suftering,is 
careſul ro exerciſe. Patience, and quiet Submiſſion 
to the hand of -God, as being by Faith perſwaded 
that God hath an Hand: in all theſe matters, and that 
whom God. loweth he chaftens, and ſcourgeth every 
Son whom he 'receiveth, as the Apoſtle ſaith, Heb. 
1.2. 6 And thus you have had the Subje& of this 
docrina}l Afſertion, that is contained in my Text, 
ſufficiently explained unto:you.: 'Now 

_ 2.Of this Perſon that. isthus qualified,tis aſſerted 
that he is a bleſſed man; Bleſſed is the Man that 
endureth Temptation : I need not ſtand long to ex- 
plain.che nature of. crue Bleſſednefs, let it ſuffice for 
the preſent, ..chat true blefſedneſs fo faras attaina- 
| ble 
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_ ble here in this World, conſiſts'in the' Love and 
Fayourof God through Chriſt; and in a Righratid 
Ticle to the Happineſs of Heaven, and-to rhe en- 
Joyment-of Godin that other World ; this is the 
utmoſt of that Bleſſedneſs, whichia Man on - this 
fide'Heaven is capable of, and which every one par- 
takes of here: below, that is a: true*Penitent and 
and a ſound Believer. That which I ſhall further 
deſcend unto, ſhall be to ſhew and prove in ſome 
Particulars, that the Man that endureth FTemprati- 
* ON, 15 indeed an Happy-and a Blefled m_— : And 
this will be evident if we'conf! der, . That this | 
'18 plainly aſſerted concerning a' patient eodubing -6f 
ſome kind of Afflitions and Temptations, I'mean | 
Perſecution for Righteouſneſs fake, that they be- [- 
ing patiently ſubmitted to, to the end, "do cetrain- 
-ly, give a'Right and Title to true bleſſednefs ; "thus 
Aaith-our Saviour whois Fruth it ſelf) Matth. g. +0; 
: ec. "Bleſſed are they which are perſecited for righ. 
reonſneſs ſake, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heawen : 
Bleſſed are ye when men ſhall  rewile you' and perſe- 

" cute '30u, and ſhall Jay all manner of evil of you 
falſely for, my ſake ;- rejoyee antl be exceeding glad, 
} ' for great is your reward in Heaven, ' fori fo perſecuted 

Etc the Propbets which were before you. ff) 


Now 
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- Now though, Perſecutions for Righteouſneſs ſake 
are"that ſortof, Afflictions, which being choſen and 
ſubmirted'ro, rather then Men will run into known 
and wilful Sin, 'for the avoiding of them, do give 
a'Man eminently a Title to Happineſs and Bleiled- 
neſs, and are likewiſe thoſe Temprarions, that are 
here eſpecially ro be underſtoed in this Texc, yer 
any other Affliction, which being; alſo a Temprati- | 
on to fin, yet is fo endured with Patience and Caon- 
ſkincy; out of a Principle of Faith in God through 
Chrift, as that the Temptation doth not finally 
prevail upon the Soul, muſt ſuitably be concluded 
in a patity of Reaſon, to give a Right and Title 
to true Bleflednels. 

2.Let us further conſider,that thisend uring Tem p- 
tation, as it hath been before explained, doth car- 
ry in it neceffarily rhe exerciſe of Grace, of Faith 
and Patience, and quiet Submiſſion to the Divine 
Will, and a Reſolution to embrace a Sufferin 
State and Condition,rather then to Sin againſt God, 
all this hath been already proved. Now it muſt 
needs follow, that he that doth in,chis right man- 
ner endure Temptations, is an Happy and Bleſſed 
Perſon; he muſt needs be intereſſed mn the ſpecial 


Love andF ayour of God, hemuſt needs havearight 2 
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ro ; pardon of Sin and everlaſting, Life ; for This is 
the certain conGitioh of every truely graciqus Per-. 
ſon,” of  evety' one who hath the Tmage of God, 
reimplanted upon his Soul, which.coofi [ts 1n righ- 
teoulnes and'rrue holineſs, and ſhewerh forth che 
power 'of it, in his Life and Converfation. When 
"tis here ſaid; that bleſſed. is the man that endurath 
Temptation, tis not hereby to be underſtopd, that 
every one who ſuffers AfiQion here in this W, orld, 
hath forthwich heteuponia Right and Title to Bleſ- 
ſedneſs in that other World , for this is certainly 
falſe ; Men may "be Afiifted with deep and ſore 
Poverty, and many afe through the. whole courſe 
of their lives, and yet ſuch is their ſinfulnefs, their 
fortifl Ignorance, and carcleſneſs of the Welfare 
of their Souls, that we have.no reaſon to think or | 
believe tharthey are likely to be happy and bleſied 
in that other World. . But when Men do endure 
_ Aﬀicions and Tetnprations, ſo as to exerciſe the 
Grace of ' God viider them, by choſing Afﬀidtion 

rather then Sin, by the exerciſe of Faith and Pati-. 
ence, and quiet Submillion to the Will of: God; 

this doth indeed clearly. evidence, that they have a 
Right. and Title to true Bleſſedneſs, becauſe it .doth 
. plainly diſcover ,” that they are endowed with the 
ſaving Grace of God in their Souls. And 
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3: And laſtly; The. laſt evideuce rhat-T ſhall © 
give of the Truth of this, that the Man is bleflet . 
that endureth Temptation, ſhall. he-taken from 
the. Reaſon and; Evidence, which'ghe Apoſtſe gives 
of this matter .here_ in my. Text ; for when- hes 
tried be ſhall receive the Crown of-Fifsz_which the 
Lord hath promiſed to themi#bat love Him; Mt which 
words. we.have aplpin demenſtration of the truth 
of, what: 1 is:{aid before,that the' Man 'is bleficÞ that 
endureth Temptation ; z and T {hall conſidey the 
wards briefly in theſe following Particulars; | . 
1+ Me haye here: tlie evidence, which! che /Apo; 
il gives, whexoby ic may(appear thasſuch/a Per- 
fon bleſſed. ir-conſiſts in; theſe. words, Þe, fball res 
ceizze, the Crown-af Life, :thadis, he ſhall/be made 
partaker,of ahe:Happinels of Heaven; Which-con- 
l1ſts/i9 a gerfection'of Holinels, and a x arid-uns; 
interrupted enjoyment of God.in Glory/and Bliſs, 
rogether with a Separation forever of gyerything) 
that may any; way. prove a difiutbance|to the-SouL. 
In that State all Tears: ſhall -be wiped:\ WA U om- 


Sin ſha he; PYr ged Way fr om ther Souls,: Yea ana: 
a l.Fqmptatianstp:Sin, ſhall fgr ever ceaſe; for tl : 


Tervptin 1547. gver-caſt.out thence, he ſhall news 
C 2 ſhoot 
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* ſhoot-one of -his Fiery Dartsin thither, tho? he fli- 
. ly-crept into the'Earthly Paradice, yet he ſhall ne- 
ver have any-admi{fion-into the Heavenly: To con- 
clude, the' buſtneſs of Holy'Souls will be, to be for. 
everenjoying, and blefling, and praifing God, and - 
to be for ever Happy in the Enjoyment of him. 
Now this: bleſſed State which ſuch ſhall-partake of; 
& here called the Crewn of -Life : - 'Crowns we 
know are Splendid' attraQtive things, - ſuch- as for 
the attaipipg of which-Men will-coo often venture 
their Lives, yea: their very Souls , and: therefore - 
becauſe they are- an:exprefſion- of the chiefeſt of - 
Enjoyments, which this'World doth afford, they . 
are made uſe-of to-expreſs- that Supertative hap- 
pineſs;: which isto be enjoyedin Heaven : And this 
is yerti firther hinted and fer forth from hence, thav 
"tis:called::s Crown- ef -Life. The Crowns which . 
this lower World'doth afford,” are bur corrupti-- 
ble Crowns, Kingdoms as well as Krngs; are here 
below- liable- to-Ruine and-Mortality: 3 brit the 
Grown which is here ſpoken of; is an Tncorruptible 
_ - Crown, 'tis-all made of Amarants, "tis Everlaſting, 
- *tis a Crown of Life, Death can riot eouch it; any 
' morethan'tis poſſible for Dexth&o- become Life ; 
F - Hence 'tis:ſuitably calledan [yberitatites' Intorrieps 
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tible, Undefeled that Fadeth not away, 1. Pet. 1. 4. 
Thoſe that ſhall poſle(s this Crown, - are Immortal 
ta their Souls, and ſhall be made Immortal in their 

Bodies ; that.God whole enjoyment makes Heaven, 
 b the God who is yeſterday, and to day; and the 
rm for ever; who only hath Immortality; and there 
ſhall be. an everlaſting Union between. God, who 
- Is;to be enjoyed, and the Souls that are once ad- 
mitted to the enjoyment of him-in Heaven ; from 
whence i muſt needs. follow, that the Happineſs ro 
be-enjoyed by. the Saints tm Heaven, is indeed a 
Crown of Life, an Everlaſting .Crown, an- Inheri- 
tance that never fadeth away. Burt, 

2. We haye in: theſe Words further, the Nl 
the Apoſtle gives, why. ſo it is, That-they that en- 
dure Temptation: ſball enjoy the Crown of Life, and 
that conſiſts in the laſt words, *tis no other then 
what: God hath promiſed-to-them that-Love Him : 
It; they that Love God above all, and take him for: 
their. Portion, and Everlaſting Reſting Place; -ſhall 
enjoy. this Crown of : Life; if-God who is true to- 
his Word, and: fathtul-ro his Promiſe, hath pro- 
miled this Crown! to:all fach, then certainly it will 
follow. that they. who endure 'Fempration ſhall 
en ay: this mon a for they that endure Tempta- 
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tion, That is, that choole Suffering and Perlecati 


' on, yea Death it ſelf rather then wiltul Sin, and 


that do.eye God by Faith and Patience, and quier- 
ly ſubmit to the Divine Will, m all-their Sufferings, 
theſe muſt 'needs be Perſons who 'do truly Love 
God above all, and have choſen him for their ever- 
laſting Portion and Bleſſedneſs, and therefore they 
muſt needs be the Perſons that (hall enjoy the 
Crown of Life. But 

3- And laſtly, We have further in theſe Words, 
the limitation. of Time, when ſuch Perſons ſhall 
come to the enjoyment of this Crown -of- Life ; 
aſter they are tried, for when he 1s ried tlie ſhall 
receive the Crown of Life. Afrerthat hisFairh- 
fulnel(s bath. been tried, -and:approved by: AMiRi- 
ons, and Perſecutions, and Temprarions, \ after it 


hath been made appear, thar his Trials and Temp- 
tations-could.not prevail with himto forſake God, 

and Apoſtatite from him, then. he ſhall receive: he 
Crownof Life. This is theuſual way and metho@ 
of Gedzieven that way which he appointed for bis 
Own Son,: tomake the :Croſs to. be. the way to' the 

Crown ; | totry: hisSenvancs fir by Affitions and 


Sulfcrings, and-themoneccivethem to Glory, and 


give-theih #he>@rown of | Lite ; « but-when*chis is 


done 
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dans; when he. kath fuffciently rried and exerci- 
ſed. his Servants, (and he alone knows when this is 
ſufficiently done)then they ſhall receive the Crown 
of Life, which the Lord h4th promifed tothem that 
lowe bim; which 15 the laſt: Confideration, whence 
it doth appear, that ſuch Perſons as do thus endure 
Afﬀlidtions and Temptations, are happy and blef- 
{cd Perſons. 

Now laſtly, For the Uſe and [mprovement of 
what hath been ſpoken, 1. It tcacherh us, how to 
behave our lelves wichrelarion to Aﬀlictions and 
Perſecutions, which we may meet wh in the courſe 


_ of our Lives, on the one hand, we ſhonld not court 


them, or run our ſelves wilfully into Wn 
unwarrantable, becauſe at beſt they are Trials and 


| Temprations, apt to ſhake our Conſtancy, and to 


hurry us. mro ſome meaſure of Sin: againſt God. 
On the other hand, we ſhould not be over much 
 prejudic'd againſt them, but rather chooſe AfMiQi- 
\ ons-arid Perfecutions, then a courſe of known and 
- wilful Sin, and when we are under | Aﬀflitions 
behave ourſelves with that Patience and quiet Sub- 
miſſion ro' the Will of God, which becomes Per- 
ſons that live by Faith, and not by Senſe meerly : 


the reaſon of all this is plain, becauſe that AﬀMidti- 
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and fit the Soul, for eternal Happineſs and'Blef{td- 
nels; he 1s the bleſled Man that thus-endurech 
Temptation, for when he-hath been tried he ſhall 
receive the Crown of - Life. 

'We may hence comfort our ſelves with WA 
to the: death and departure of ſuch Friends, who 
having it may be,been exerciſed with great Aﬀflictions 
and Temptations, yet have'endured them, have ſub- 
mitted with any..good meaſure of Patience to the 
Will of God in them, and this from a Principle of 
Repentance, and Faith in the Mercy of God thro' 
Chriſt ; concerning ſuch we have much reaſonro 
- comfort our. ſelves with hopes, that by their death 
they are entred into:a State of: Bleſledneſs,  thar 


. + God having ſufficiently tried them, and purified 


them in the Furnace of Aﬀicion, hath ſuicably by 
Death received them to that Place and State, where- 
in they enjoy the Crown of Life, which the Lord: 
' hath promiſed to them that. Love Him: ' More 
particularly there ſeems to-be in the Words,-a clear 
repreſentation of the Caſe of our deceaſed Friend, 

. as will appear-more fully in theſe following parti- | 
.culare. | 

1. He. 
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t, He was one that hath for many Years, been 
Tutored by God in the School of Afﬀiction, it bath 
been his Portion tobe exerciſed with many Trials 
and Temptations ; beſides ſeveral AffliQtions that 


are more ordinary, he hath for ſeveral Years been. 


exerciſed, and of Jate more frequently, than in 
former times, by thoſe two fevere Diſeaſes, the 
Stone and the Gout, of which we may fay, that 
whereas Diſeaſes are wont to be diſtinguiſhe ordi- 


narily, into ſuch as are Acute, ſuch as are Sharp in 


the pains thar attend them, but not of any Jong 
continuance, -and ſuch as are Cronical of lon 

continuance , but not attended with ſuch Shar 

pains}, - yet theſe Diſeaſes may be eſteemed to be 
borh Acute and Cronical too, Sharp in their pains, 
and Tong in their duration and continuance : His 
laſt Fir of the Stone, that which brought on that 
weakneſs, which ended in Death, was ſuch as had 
both the forementioned' Circumſtances in it 3 be- 
ing long, even extended to the length of about E- 
leven days together, and very Acute too, . being 
full of Sharp Pains and Dolours : and (atleaſt as 
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ſome have thought ) his other Diſeaſe the Gout did 


at laſt rake irs turn, as it was uſual formerly, and as 


"tis ſuppoſed by peircing into his Bowels, put an end 
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= to ory bs Pains and Dolours, by. putcing an end to. 
his Life. But 
2. /Ler us conſider, for our own: PdGcaion, as 
wellas for-bis Honour, his Behaviour Hogger all thoſe + 
 Afﬀlitions -which he laboured under :. z.. As -for 
his Behaviour under thoſe great pains which he was 
frequently , viſited with. beſides the. known and 
exemplary. Holineſs and regularity of" Ins Lite for 
' many Years in this place, of which all of you are 
{ufficient Witneſſes, and his conſtant. attendance 
. upon his Miniſtry,when at anytime free from thoſe 
forementioned Diſtempers, yea, and fometimes e- 
ven when under the ſenſe and feeling of thoſe 
pains in ſome leſſer degree: That which I would e- 
| pecially recommend to your con{iderationand jmi- 
ration, is his ſignal. Patience under all hisgreat do- 
Jours, and his biting them 1n as it were, and keep- 
vg them in a great meaſure to himſelf; and when 
he had any lucid Intervals: and Lancecmiions from 
Pain, he was apt preſently to ſhew a readine(s for 
profitable Diſcourle and Converſation, as if what 
was paſt, had been quite forgotten, . and- he. had 
not been under any; -expectations of more tocn- 
ſue ; and this not out of a Princjple- of, Stgcal 
Axathy or unſenſibleneſs, for he fer. his-pains, and 
ſometimes 
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| ſomerimes _——Y under them, as'others do ; 
- butout of aPrinciple of Faith and Heavenly mind- 


edneſs, he endured, as ſeeing'him by an Eye of 
_* Faith, who is Inviſ ble to an Eye of Senſe 3 he 


had caſt Anchor within the Vail, and hereby came 
to enjoy that. great meaſure of. fixedneſs_ of Spi- 
rit, which wasinot eafily overcome, ..even by his 


greateſt pains and: dolours; this eminency of Pati-, 


ence and Submiſſion to the Divine Will, as it ap- 
peared in other former Inſtances, ſo eſpecially in 
* his laſt dofours and ſickneſs, particularly two days 
before his Death; how did he before ſeveral Wit- 


neffes, lay out that little ſtrength that remained, in 


ſpeaking of God and Chriſt, and Heaven and Hea- 
venly things, and this with a kind of Tranſport,and 
more than. ordinary Earneſtneſls and Vigour of 
Spirit ; and when he was put in mind to favour 
himſelf, becauſe of the great weakneſs of his Body, 
his Anſwer hereunto was quick and (mart; Can I 
faith he, ſpeak too. much for God ? And even the 
Night before his Death, when his Speech had bc- 

fore failed him for ſome Hours, and when by foie 
fi igns, he declared. his. ſence and feeling of orcat 
pains that he Jaboured under, yer even then when 
he could utter nothing elſe, he was perceiv'd twice 
to repeat the word Heaven, D 23 ma 
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>. As for his Behaviour for that Jongtime, wherem 
he waswithheld from the publick exerciſe of ' his 
Miniſtry, becauſe he could not with. .clearneſs of 
Judgment comply in every thing, which the de- | 
mands of the Government (which' was'no doubr, 
a great Affliction to him) it was for the good temp-. 
er and moderation of 1t,- every whit as exempla- 


ry as the former-inſtances of his Patience, under his 
\ 


pains and dolours were. He was no Friend to that 
*Auerpiiz avoAxj;, that running into extreams, which 
is fo common amongſt us : But though he had as 
good Miniſterial Abilities as moſt others, yer he 
conrented himſelf with that narrow ſcene of Acti- 


on wherein he was placed, and therein endeavou- 


red rather to be an healer of breaches, then ro 
cauſe. chem to grow wider by exaſperation. ; that 
this was really true, I ſhall make out unto you by 
ſome few Inſtances: 8. From that temper and mo- 
deration of Judgment, which he expreſt in matters 
that are nnder Controverſy ; one inſtance of which 
was, that in the matter of Reordination, which 


I apprehend, did prove as much a Remora and 


. hindrance to his own Conformity, as any one thing | 


did, yet he did in my hearing urge ſomething, thac 
was very conſiderable by way of Apology, for 
, | __ thoſe 
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thoſe that did ſaubmirunto it: 2: Another inſtance, 
was his conſtant owning and favouring of the pub- 


lick Miniſtry, and char not only by his own con-. 


- ſtantpreſence at it, when in a capacity by means of 


healch; but eſpecially by incouraging, and jn- - 


gaging others to.a conſtant attendance upon it, by 


his frequent words ro that purpoſe in private, and. 


by recommending what had been ſpoken in_pub- 
lick, to the Conſideration of his hearers, as many 
of you that are here preſent are able to teſtify ; 
which I the rather mention, that it may ferve'as a 
ſtanding and grateful acknowledgmenr-of that in- 
couragement, which he gave from time to time to 
my Miniſtry. 3. and laſtly, Another inſtance was 
a paſſage which he uttered ro ſome that watched 


wich him, not many days before his Death; That 


in the choice of a Succeſſor to him in bis. Miniſtry, 
they ſhould labour to fix upon one of a quiet temper 
and moderate Principles, upon onethat would rather 
be an healer than ane nlarger of our breaches : | Which: 
Advice ſuitably. it will become you to take care ro 
obſerve, as-you value that eafineſs of Converſati- 
on, which hath been hithecro preſerved amongſt-us 
here in this place : And for the further enforcing 
of this Advice of his, give me leave .to add a paſ- 
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| Ec har he- imparted to mo, converting the nk 


of that Reverend Perfon, under wholſe:coridu&he 
was, when: he came- firſt to be ari Inhabirant of this 
Town; to wit, That that Reverend Perſon judged 
. that thoſe who were ſerious and ſober '#mong ft the 
Conformiſts, were nmch. wiſer and more tobe walued. 
then thoſe: forward Profeſſors, that were ſo ready 
upon account i of. little matters, 'to break the Union 
and to Separate fiom the Communion of the Church e- 
ftablifhed by Law. And let me add this farther, 
that tho' that Reverend Perfon were himſelf a Non-.. 
copformiſt , yet he did | help. to make men Con- \ 
- formiſts. by. his Writings, Cine of which - to. my 
Knowledge, are now fixt in eminent Stations in the 
Church: And. indeed he hath ſaid ſo much-by way 
of - Apology for the Conformiſts, (in: the compa; 
of - one. Page, which-you will find-1n the 46 Chap. 
of | his: Houſhold Catechiſm, in the ves of the 

Anſwer tothe 1 1Qeftion, as gave occaſion to a Per- 

ſon-of ' Eminency to. lay-1n my. hearing, that he 
| wondred, bow that reverend Perſon miſt being a Con-- 
formeſt.. Theſe particularsT: mention the rather in 
 order- tothe Fonfirming you againſt the thoughts of 
any ſuch, Perſon-in. your choice, whoſe Principles 
. may;lead himto g0 vp4nto the-breach-to no other 
purpoſe, 
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—_— bu = it open and to make it wider; 3. BY 
ro: be ſure this will not be ſuitable to the” temper 

of our Reverend Friend, now. deceaſed ; 2 Day | 
- whichis more, will not be faicable co the deſjon* 1'pt 


Chriſt in bis Jalt Prayer, Jo. 17. 24: when” ke 
prayed for. his Diſciples that they all may he one;"*as 

thou Father art in me, and I in thee; that they A 
may be one inus, that the World may believe "hat 
thou baſt ſent me ; where *tis plain,that our Saviour 
placeth much of the Evidence and Demonſtration 
of the Truth of the Goſpel, upon the Unity of 


Believers. And this may ſerve toevidence the Second 


Particular, to be very applicable to our deceaſed 
Friend, that he was one that endured, and acquit- 
ted himſelf well.under the Temprations with which 
he-was tried and exerciſed, and therefore what fol- 
lows in the 


3d. Place, But that we ſhould conclude; that he 


in particulars is intereſled in that Bleſſedneſs,. which 
in my Text by the Spicit of God, is intailed upon 
ſuch Perfons ; when tis ſaid, Ble fed is the man that 
endureth Temptations, for when be is tried be ſhall 


receive the Crown of Life,whichthe Lord bath promi- 
fed tothem that love him. Comfort: your (elves there- 


fore, and ore another. with theſe words. 
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